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Unsung Heroes: Drew Schmidt
SCHMIDT INSPIRES
STUDENTS TO CREATE
CLARA PAHL
ENGLISH TEACHING
Drew Schmidt, associate professor
of theatre arts, is a cultivator of
God’s beauty. This is challenging
work, but Schmidt is the right man
for the job. Besides designing more
than 40 shows at Northwestern
College, Schmidt is a web, media and
graphic designer for Hermosa Cove,
a resort in Ocho Rio, Jamaica, and
produces tutorials on his website,
The Nerdy Professor. His vision for
the theatre department is greater
than coursework and production.
“The arts – painting, music,
theatre, poetry, dance – cultivate a
more holy culture; echoing God’s
handiwork with beauty, or naming
places of injustice and calling for
redemption,” Schmidt said.
His expansive vision might be why
many seem intimidated by theatre
and the arts in general. Identity
is found through and within art,
so those who consider themselves
non-artists find it challenging to

place themselves in this so-called
social category. Schmidt is trying to
eliminate this stigma.
RUSH, a student-choreographed
and directed dance concert, is a
product of these efforts.
“RUSH is beautiful because one
of its core values is that dance is for
anyone and everyone. Everyone who
auditions is cast, for the love and for
the art of dance,” Schmidt said.
A successful theatre program
requires successful relationships.
Riley Rasmussen, a junior digital
arts student-initiated major, attested
to Schmidt’s leadership.
“The weekend I moved onto
campus, I went to his office and
he gave me a bag of his camera
equipment and said, ‘Go explore and
create with any of this.’”
Because of Schmidt’s enthusiasm
for learning, Rasmussen and
students like her have been able to
use their creative energy to glorify
God with art.
Emily Hurley, a choreographer
and dancer in RUSH, affirms the
ever-growing culture of the theatre
department. Hurley recognizes the
gift Schmidt has of inspiring others

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY DREW SCHMIDT
Drew Schmidt, a NW professor inspires many NW students through his creative mind and influence in the arts.

to do the best they can and to focus
on the bigger task at hand: the
restoration.
“During practices, he would
remind us why we were there
creating and how it was beautiful

to God. These talks always struck
me because he was right... we are
imitating [God’s] creativity,” Hurley
said.
Besides his knowledge of theatre
and speaking abilities, Schmidt is

an energizer bunny. He seeks to
push those around him to immerse
themselves in the arts, while giving
them the tools they need to be
successful.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

NW celebration of research display

STUDENTS PRESENT
THEIR RESEARCH AT NW
HAILEY LOUW
STATISTICS

At the end of week 12 of classes,
it can seem as though the academic
year will never end. Amid tests,
quizzes, projects, papers and daily
assignments, it often feels as though
they’ll never see the fruit of your
academic labors till you’ve walked
across the stage with your diploma
in hand. However, on Monday,
April 4, Northwestern students and
supervising faculty presented their
work at the annual Celebration of
Research. This year was especially
notable as it featured a record
number of presenters, 48 displays
in total. From costume design to
microplastics, NW students were
able to express themselves and
show off their hard work to the
masses through trifolds and short
speeches to start their week.
2022 marked the fifth year of the

event. Though strolling through
the RSC may seem like a quick
and easy way to show off students’
research, this event couldn’t take
place without the hard work of
people like the DeWitt library
director Greta Grond. Grond
supervised and organized the event
for the fourth consecutive year and
has really enjoyed seeing what
projects get submitted each year.
“NW students work on a wide
variety of scholarly projects
and this is a chance where we
as a community can take time
to celebrate that work,” said
Grond. “We want to give students
the opportunity to share their
discoveries and this format allows
them to discuss their projects with
others. I love seeing what topics
students are passionate about, and
to see the wide variety of posters
on display.”
Junior
Daniel
Nordquist,
supervised by Dr. Emily Grace,
presented his project “Young’s
Modulus: Building a Device to

PHOTO BY NW COLLEGE STUDENT
Shown above is a display presented at the Northwestern annual Celebration of Research competition.

Measure Material Strength to
Understand Interatomic Bond
Stiffness.” His goal for the project

was to construct an apparatus to
find Young’s Modulus in various
materials, something he didn’t

have access to during his first year
in Physics I.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Bublé steps out of his usual Christmas cave
EVIDENCE OF
DEVOTION
ANGELA WINTERING
THEATRE
In his newest album,
“Higher,” Michael Bublé
steps out of his normal box
of Christmas covers. While
half of the album are still
covers of some sort, Bublé
takes this album as a chance
to experiment with some
music settings he hadn’t
before. Bublé has been
sending hits to the charts
since the mid 2000s, with a
mix of covers and original
songs. In “Higher,” Bublé
pays tribute to people he has
looked up to in the music
world, as well as to his own
family and loved ones that
have journeyed with him
over the years.
Bublé is primarily known
for his smooth, soulful voice
being used for Christmas
covers and smooth jazz
tunes that could be sung at
a romantic couple’s dance.
“Higher” definitely includes
these types of songs, and
they are as slow and sultry
as ever. All of the covers that
Bublé chose to sing for this
album either included the

original artist in the process
or paid significant tribute
to their tone and sound.
The second song of the
album, “My Valentine,” was
a collaboration with former
Beatles member, Sir Paul
McCartney. The song itself
is a cover of McCartney’s
version from the 2012 album
“Kisses on the Bottom” in
the style of Frank Sinatra’s
song, “It Was a Very Good
Year,” which explains the
sweeping strings that play in
the background of the track.
“A
Nightingale
Sang
in Berkeley Square” was
originally by Vera Lynn in
1940. While Lynn’s version
is more gentle with a piano
backdrop, Bublé’s version
pays tribute to the big band
style of the time. “Make You
Feel My Love” is a peppy
cover of the Bob Dylan song,
reminiscent of the style of
Bob Marley, who also was
an early player in the song’s
beginning.
“Crazy,” which is originally
by Willie Nelson in 1961,
is a vocal collaboration
with Nelson himself and
is in the original style of
the song. The album also
includes covers of a plethora
of jazz classics, being

“Bring It On Home to Me,”
originally by Sam Cooke in
1962, “Don’t Get Around
Much Anymore” by Duke
Ellington in 1940, “Smile”
by Nat King Cole in 1954
and “Don’t Take Your Love
From Me,” a song written by
Henry Nemo in 1941. The
last cover Bublé includes is
a fun, disco style cover of
Barry White’s “My First, My
Last, My Everything.” This
choice was inspired by his
children who would dance
around the room every time
the song played.
While Bublé has a
consistent sound across
most of his recent albums,
the original tracks he
releases always leave a
distinct print. That has
not changed with this new
album, holding original hits
inspired by his family. Bublé
opens up the album with
“I’ll Never Not Love You,”
which serves as a sequel to
his 2009 hit, “Haven’t Met
You Yet,” both songs being
inspired by, written and
filmed with his now wife,
Luisana Lopilato. The music
video holds nods to several
recognizable
romantic
movies and ends in a
grocery store with Bublé’s

COURTESY OF MICHAELBUBLE.COM

family, the same setting as
the 2009 hit’s video.
“Baby I’ll Wait” holds a
tune that is reminiscent of
John Mayer, so much so
that Bublé reached out to
Mayer to offer a writing
credit so Mayer wouldn’t
mistake Bublé’s work as
plagiarism. “Mother” is a
heartfelt ballad dedicated
to the hardworking traits of
a mother, including lyrics

such as “a fighter and a
lover” and “you would work
your hands to the bone.”
The album’s title track,
“Higher,” is a new form of
music to Bublé, combining
pop elements of the song
with a symphonic orchestral
arrangement. The chorus
itself was inspired by Bublé’s
son, who conjured the
lyrics one day with Bublé,
which he then took to one

of his writers to craft a
song around it. “Higher”
has an addictive tune with
a stunning arrangement, it
won’t be leaving listener’s
ears anytime soon.
Bublé has made a
triumphant return to the
recording world, and this
album came straight from
his heart.

Struggling plot meets simple hero action movie
REYNOLD’S USUAL
SNARK AND
HUMOR
MISAEL BRUZZONE
ECONOMICS

Directed by Shawn
Levy, whom directed
movies like “Night at the
Museum” and “Free Guy,”
“The Adam Project” is a
time travel science fiction
movie starring Ryan
Reynolds. Coming from
the future, Reynolds’s
character
accidentally
crash lands in the year
2022 and has to team up
with his twelve year old
self to save the future. A
classic action and time
travel movie, “The Adam
Project” offers reasonable
entertainment
without
much substance.
For better or worse,
Ryan Reynolds once again
delivers exactly what
audiences expect: he plays
a loud-mouth action hero
that is more preoccupied
with quips and remarks
than demonstrating any
acting skills. Audiences
that simply want to
be entertained will be

more than satisfied with
Reynolds’s
shameless,
cash-grab, rehash of a
portrayal. Walker Scobell,
who plays the 12-yearold version of Reynolds’
character does a great job
at imitating his charisma
and delivery. Sadly, this
means that the movie
might have a little too
much Reynolds at times.
However,
while
Reynolds does not break
new ground with his
acting, he connects with
Scobell perfectly. The
scenes where the two
of them have emotional
conversations
about
their shared life are the
highlights of the movie
and far out-weigh the
comedic and even action
elements of the finished
product.
A
greater
focus on the human
components of the cast
would have benefitted
the movie as whole, as
opposed to focusing on
marketable and audiencetested components.
As a science fiction
movie,
“The
Adam
Project” is not particularly
very visually memorable.
With the exception of

some stylish aircrafts,
everything else in the
movie is fairly forgettable.
Action sequences are
good enough but never
excel beyond anything
audiences have not seen
before. Several items are
practically stolen from
other,
better
science
fiction movies. Overall,
the movie has the usual
standard visual quality of
a Netflix movie but at the
same time blends itself
with other similar movies
making it hard for “The
Adam Project” to stand
out.
When it comes to
plot, the movie struggles
greatly.
The
story
seems to be guided by
convenience and cheap
writing
rather
than
character
motivations
or any sort of logic. The
main characters seem
almost passive observers
of the action and plotting.
In addition, the tropes
utilized in the movie are
far from original. While
there is nothing wrong
with doing such a thing,
“The Adam Project”
falls into clichés and
conventions
without

providing anything new
to audiences. This makes
the movie feel derivative
and unoriginal. It is far
too easy to imagine that
the entire script was
written after the main
gimmick of the movie
was established.
Nonetheless,
the
movie does have some
merit. Audiences will
no doubt be entertained
for the duration of the
feature mostly due to
the chemistry between
Reynolds and Scobell. The
movie is at its best when
the two converse about
meaningful topics that
end up translating to the
most moving moments
on screen for this movie.
While the action and art
direction are not stellar,
there is still enough care
and craft put into them to
stop viewers from tuning
out mid-movie. It would
not be inappropriate to
describe the movie as
“good enough”.
“The Adam Project”
is mainly unimpressive
if not disappointing.
Audiences looking for
a
thought-provoking
science
fiction
film

COURTESY OF IMDB

will be better served
looking elsewhere. The
storytelling can be choppy
and event absent at times,
but specific moments
offer some redemption
to keep the movie from

being a complete flop.
The movie has some heart
and it carries itself as if
it does. There are worse
ways one can spend an
hour and a half of their
time.
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The missing piece to the English department
A NEW PROF OF
MANY TALENTS
KAMI HOWELL
MARKETING
Kalli Jo Wacker, 2016
Northwestern alumni, has
accepted a new position
on campus serving as the
assistant professor of English
and Writing for fall 2022.
Her current position at
NW, artist-in-residence, has
prepared her for her new role
as she has formed a better
understanding of what it
means to be a Raider.
“To put it simply, I
believe in NW and what
it seeks to achieve for
our students and broader
culture through integrating
faith and learning,” said
Wacker. “My current job is
a testament to how much
NW helped develop a desire
for innovation and creative
approaches to learning.”
In the fall, Dr. Wacker
will be teaching First-Year
Seminar, News Writing and
Editing and Literature and
Film, a class that studies
Disney’s adaptions of literary

works, historical aspects and
their action films.
“The most rewarding
experience has been the
welcoming nature of the
specific
departments
I’m associated with– art,
communications
and
English– but also the larger
welcome of this institution,”
said Wacker. “Just yesterday,
my art history students
presented a multimodal
research project at the
Celebration of Research,
and I can’t even begin to
describe how exciting it
was to see the collaborative
work of 17 students all come
together in a single display of
scholarship.”
Dr. Wacker was originally
drawn to NW so that she
could figure out what God
wanted to do with her life.
Her obsession with reading
books, eating cheerios and
listening to Christmas music
led her to believe that there
was more to this life than
her hobbies. Her time at
NW consisted of majoring
in journalism and art, with a
minor in graphic design.
Clara Pahl, an English,
and psychology major, can’t

contain
her
excitement
for Dr. Wacker to join the
English department as a
staff member. An illustration
of her excitement can be
summed up in a few words
spoken by Pahl. She said,
“I got to meet with Kali Jo
Wacker before her job offer. I
was grateful to talk with her,
understand what she is all
about and what she will bring
to the English Department
this fall. She is a versatile
artist and writer— in general,
a phenomenal person. Her
creativity and passion for
learning will take the English
department to new heights.”
Pahl mentioned that with
the addition of Dr. Wacker
as an English professor, the
English department can
finally become what it was
supposed to be all along.
There is a stigma that goes
around being an English
major that emphasizes in
the lack of job opportunities
with this field. Pahl, being an
English major, shared how
“English is not only a major
of reading and writing, but
one of pure knowledge, and
complements any major
well.”

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Dr. Wacker is transferring from the Northwestern art department to the English department.

“In truth, the humanities
and arts, at the very least,
can give what other majors
cannot:
communication
skills and greater emotional
intelligence,” said Pahl.
She went on saying how
Keith
Fynaardt’s
vision,
along with other faculty

members like Chris Nonhof,
have helped saved this major/
program because of the
importance of practicalities,
humanities and art.
Dr. Wacker will be a great
addition to the English
department and will serve
this community well. NW

is privileged to see how Dr.
Wacker has come full circle
from being a student at NW
to becoming a professor in
the English department, who
taught her the foundation of
her knowledge of English.

Sharing their gifts and love of God through music
A TOUR AROUND THE
MIDWEST
FELLOWSHIP INCLUDED
RACHEL SMART
ENGLISH TEACHING

Northwestern’s music ensembles have
a tradition of traveling almost every year
both nationally and internationally.
This weekend, NW’s Symphonic Band
will be going on a tour across the
midwest.
The band will be traveling to Kansas
City for their tour. Along the way they
will be stopping at cities like Sioux City,
Omaha, Missouri Valley and Papillion.
While in these cities, the band will be
performing concerts for high schools,
churches and even nursing homes. In
some cities Dr. Holt will be spending
times with high school bands and
putting on a clinic for them. The band

will also have an opportunity to spend
some time in service where they will
be working with an organization called
Open Door Mission, a rescue mission
based in Omaha, Nebraska. In addition
to all of this, the students look forward
to having some time off while they are
in Kansas City to explore on their own.
Like the music the Symphonic Band
performed at their most recent concert,
many of the pieces they will be playing
on tour follow the theme of water
though the program includes a variety
of genres: marches like “Manhattan
Beach” Irish Reels like “Molly on the
Shore”, and even a piece titled “Beside
Still Waters” based on the hymn “He
Leadeth Me.”
Clare Struck, a junior music major
and Dr. Holt’s teacher’s assistant, stated,
that her favorite piece the band will
play is “Sailing With Whales” which
she describes as “very cinematic and

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
Symphonic Band performs songs from hymns to marches, with a theme of water.

sounds like it should be the featured
soundtrack of a movie!” Another
favorite of the band is a Disney medley
which includes selections of songs from
classic Disney movies like “Aladdin”
and “The Little Mermaid.”
The students of the band have been
preparing for this tour all semester,
especially since many of the pieces they
are playing were shared with their most
recent concert. “There are a couple of
new pieces,” senior music education
major Ashley Van Ravenswaay explaind,
“but most of our time was spent finetuning different parts of the pieces we
have already played.”
The NW music department choses to
tour for many reasons, explained Struck.
“It’s an opportunity for fellowship
within
our
ensemble—traveling
together as a group allows us to make
memories that last a lifetime. Most
importantly though, it’s an opportunity

for us to glorify God through music! We
get the rare opportunity to travel every
year to new communities and share the
beautiful gift of music God has given us
with audiences.”
The students heading on the trip
look forward to bonding as a group
and sharing their love of music. For
freshmen Shay Van Gelder, this trip
is the first band tour she has ever
been on. She said, “I look forward
to strengthening friendships in the
band…and getting to meet new people
along our tour…I am also excited to see
how God works through us as a band
to spread and help share the good news
of Christ through our musical abilities.”
Freshman Luke Van Peursem is
looking forward to his first band tour.
He stated, “I love how NW really
impacts on how God’s love is shown
through our playing. We really bring
out God’s glory!”
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Welcher discusses purity culture
BOOK CLUB AND
CHAPEL EVENTS
CAMBER HERRIG
PUBLIC RELATIONS

On Tuesday, April 7, editor
and author Rachel Joy Welcher
was welcomed into Christ
Chapel at 11:05 a.m. as a guest
speaker. Welcher also spoke at
an NGAGE that evening at 8:30
p.m. Author of “Talking Back
to Purity Culture,” Welcher
discussed the topic of sexual
ethics and Christianity.
Prior to Welcher’s visit,
vice president of student
life, Julie Elliott, hosted a
book club where participants
read through and discussed
Welcher’s book.
“I am a frequent panelist
on the Steg Sex Panel, where
I’m able to hear the kinds of
questions that students are
asking in regard to sex. What
I’ve noticed is that some
students have ideas about the
relationship between faith and
sex that are more cultural than
biblical,” Elliott said. “I felt that
[Welcher’s book] fills a need
among our student body. I
thought it would also be really
fun for some students to read
a book prior to the author
coming to campus.”
Welcher opened up her
time at chapel with the caveat
that what she has published
has made both sides of
the liberal to conservative

spectrum
offended.
She
offered a unique perspective.
“She deconstructs purity
culture but retains a concern for
purity,” Elliott said. “However,
she defines that purity in a
much more hopeful, gracefilled and biblical way.”
Janaya Battles attended both
the book club and Welcher’s
chapel, taking away the ways
Welcher is pushing Christianity
to rethink purity.
“Welcher
is
definitely
impacting Christian circles in
that she is challenging them to
rethink how we define purity
culture and how both the
church and the purity culture
have failed men and women
both in how they should view
their purity,” Battles said. “She
impacts them because she
views purity as how we should
be in relation to Christ, not just
purity in the relation to sex.”
Jessica
Nibbelink
also attended both. As a
psychology major with an
interest in rape and purity
culture, she was excited to
both read more in depth
regarding Christian ethics.
“From what I read from her
book, she has been able to start
the conversation of how purity
culture has been impacting
Christians,
specifically
women,” Nibbelink said. “I do
think that this is an important
conversation to start, though I
wish she would have been able
to go more in depth on certain
topics in the book that felt

rushed or incomplete.”
For Emma Geary, an interest
in purity culture was sparked
by a childhood event at her
church. In fifth grade, her
church gifted her a purity ring
and held a ceremony, complete
with wearing a white dress.
“I became skeptical of
the implications behind this
ideology, but I did not have the
words or thoughts to concretely
understand this skepticism,”
Geary said.
With
a
conversation
regarding
purity
culture
beginning, this opportunity
to explore a different view of
purity culture was what Geary
was looking for.
“Welcher is passionate about
reform in church ideology
surrounding sexual purity,”
Geary said. “I do not agree with
everything she said in chapel,
but I know by reading her book,
she makes honest attempts to
wrestle with these issues.”
Lauren Eidsness was another
book club participant. Knowing
Elliott doesn’t shy away from
tough topics, Eidsness was
excited for these discussions.
“One chapter in the book
was about the next generation
and how we will approach this
topic with our kids,” Eidsness
said. “I enjoyed discussing
this with other book club
members, it was great to hear
everyone’s thoughts on how
we can stop this damaging
mindset and educate the next
generation on purity, perhaps

PHOTO COURTESY OF RACHELJWELCHER.COM
Wekcher is author of “Talking Back to Purity Culture,” which students read in book club hosted

in a more positive light.”
Overall, Welcher served as
a great beginning point to the
overarching theme of purity
in Christianity, one that NW
can continue to foster as the

institution progresses into
the future.
“[Welcher] is a genuine
Christian woman that is trying
to change the way Christians
view ourselves,” Battles said.

“I greatly appreciate how
she is called out problems in
purity culture AND problems
that the church has in not
responding well to these tough
conversations.”

Unsung Heroes: Drew Schmidt
FROM PAGE 1

Karisa Meier, a senior
theatre
education
and
English teaching major,
has worked with Schmidt
for the past four years
and is accustomed to the
animated rhythms of his
teaching style.
“Working with Drew is
like running alongside a
moving train, but Drew is
inside the train throwing
you shoes that help you
keep up,” Meier said. “If
those shoes don’t fit, he’ll
throw you some different
ones. And if you think
you’re keeping up pretty
well, Drew will speed the
train up, but he’ll still toss
you the tools you need to
persevere.”
Schmidt is dogged that
his vision for NW theatre
be completed— even if
that means thinking a few
steps ahead of everyone
else. He is practically a

personification of RUSH
itself.
“Drew brought energy
and joy, focus and intent,
and
excellence
and
competition to our show,”
Hurley added.
Schmidt notes that two
of his favorite moments
from the show were the
performances of Sioux
Center’s Robin’s School
of Dance— “a slice of
heaven on stage”— and the
powerful message of the
NEXT program’s dance.
“All the students sat on
the edge of the stage and
used sign language to echo
the final lyrics [of For
King and Country’s song
“Relate”] … a beautiful call
to love one another as a
unified and diverse body.”
The little steps add up to
one big dream— “making
the world around us look
more like the Kingdom
of Heaven that it did
yesterday,” Schmidt said.

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Schmidt spends most of his time in the theatre building with event such as RUSH and theatre productions.
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SOSs planned for this summer
FIFTEEN STUDENTS
TRAVEL TO SERVE
ANGELA WINTERING
THEATRE
This summer, Northwestern
students will be traveling
across the world to several
locations during the annual
Summer of Service Program.
Since 1981, NW has sent a
group of students to a variety
of countries annually for a
period of six to 10 weeks
in the form of short-term
missions, entitled the Summer
of Service program. In the
upcoming summer, students
will be going to locations
including Louisiana, Alaska,
alongside locations outside
of the U.S. like Northern
Africa, Greece, Romania and
Southeast Asia. Over the
past 40 years, students have
landed in over 90 countries in
six continents. The program
itself provides a launch point
for students to take part in
long-term missions or serve
occassionally in short bursts
periodically after the program
is over.
Students do a wide variety

of tasks on SOSs like teaching
English, tending to animals
and supporting the members
of the community that they
land. Students return from
their journeys with a plethora
of stories, including stories
of God’s goodness and
exploration.
This year is raring to be
packed with the same kinds
of breakthrough experiences
that SOSs are known for as
15 students make their way
out of Iowa. Several students
will be traveling to Athens,
Greece, to partner with
Helping Hands, a refugee
ministry. Helping Hands is
committed to bring refugees
from Athens and the greater
Athens area together, planting
the gospel in their hearts and
lives during their stay. Greece,
as a country, also holds many
middle eastern refugees,
and at this time, Helping
Hands is preparing to receive
Ukrainian refugees into their
care. So, NW students may
be gifted the chance to help
them as well. The women will
be paired with the women
and children, while the men
will be paired with the men of

the community to help with
some physical labor.
Junior Dylan Kirkeby will
be traveling to Greece this
summer, along with Jakob
VanDerWerff, Julia Zora and
Abigail Clarke.
“I love being away from
home for an extended period
of time and being able to
focus on serving others
without any distractions,”
Kirkeby said.
Every summer brings a
combination of students who
have been out of the country
and students who have never
exited Iowa. VanDerWerff,
a senior political science
major, is part of the group
who has never been part of
the SOS program.
“I am looking forward
to giving up control and
letting God direct my life, and
I am also excited to serve the
Kingdom!” VanDerWerff said.
Elizabeth Olsen, a junior
social work major, is in the
same party of having not been
part of the program before,
is going to African country
Zambia to serve with Poetice,
a justice-fighting missions
organization.

Research celebrated
FROM PAGE 1

“It was a lot of work,
but it was worth it,”
said Nordquist. “It was
cool to see what I’d been
studying come to life in
this project, as well as in
the other projects I was
a part of. I took a lot of
pride in this and really
enjoyed it. I hope to do
more research like this in
the future.”
This is the goal of the
event: to let curious

minds explore the world
around them through
the lens of respective
disciplines.
In an attempt to show
how
Raiders
stand
out,
the
Celebration
of Research not only
displayed the hard work
and persistence of NW’s
student body, it also
demonstrated the level
of academic excellence
the college holds itself
to. Being held in the
RSC helps to embody

this sentiment. Among
presenters were artists,
athletes, volunteers and
now
future
scholars.
This building is home
to classrooms, coach’s
offices and plenty of
hangout spaces.
In
meeting and listening to
presentations,
visitors
not only were able to see
the work of students but
see the students as wellrounded Raiders who
pursue excellence in all
endeavors.

PHOTO BY KAELIN ALONS
Gathered in the Rowenhirst Student Center, Raiders from multiple discplines presented

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
Raiders serve across the globe during the summer, anywhere from six to ten weeks.

“I am looking forward to
being able to serve God in a
way I never have before, along
with being able to get out of
my comfort zone and lean on
God through this experience,”
Olsen said.
Students raise the money
themselves to go on the
summer trips. They raise the
funds for room and board,
transportation and other

program expenses, mostly
receiving this support from
friends, family and their
home churches. There is a
way that students can support
their fellow Raiders, however,
and that is through the exam
survival kits at the end of the
semester. The money from
those kits will be put towards
the summer service projects,
providing ways for the

program to continue for the
years and students to come.
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Why we must stand firm with others

WOULD YOU RATHER BE A
HUMAN OR A ZOMBIE?
Jackson Paganini
Actuarial Science

“Human! How often do
you get to carry a nerf gun
around campus?”

“Zombie!! You get to do
more; tag people, chase
people, and more!”

WHO WILL WIN HUMANS
AND ZOMBIES?

T

he comments made by students
from t he YikYa k app caused a
groaning pain among Nor t hwestern
students. The hur tf ul comments
made by anony mous users have
broken t he college’s communit y and
sense of belonging. They have lef t
many students wondering how we
can be an a lly to one anot her. We
must strive for liv ing in a way God
would f ind pleasing, as Paul says to
t he people of Philippi (Phil 1:8-11).
In order for a ll people to f lourish, we
must address t he ignorance w it hin
ourselves. We cannot address socia l
biases w it hout k now ing about t hem.
Just as Jesus did w it h t he socia l
outcasts of societ y, we need to
reach out to people of margina lized
communities and get to k now one
anot her. We must listen to ot her voices
so we w ill k now t heir emotions and

Caleb Arnett

Political Science

“Collin Verschoor and
Pepe.”

The quotes expressed in these polls
respresent student opinion and is no way
intended to indicate particlar perspectives
or beliefs of the beacon staff.

Be sure to follow the Beacon
on Instagram to submit your
own CAMPUS QUOTES!

must “Bear one anot her’s burdens,
and in t his way you w ill f ulf ill t he
law of Christ” (Ga l. 6:2). W hen we
bear one anot her’s burdens, we can
act. We can ta lk to people who are
not as educated on t he subject, f ind
insensitive comments and act in t he
moment and continue to keep t he
conversation about critica l issues
going. If we learn about t hese issues
and do not hing about t hem, we
become bystanders. Christ ca lls us
to stand f irm w it h one anot her, and
being a bystander is not standing
f irm w it h your siblings of Christ.
We, as a societ y, cannot overcome
t hese issues w it hout t he actions
described above. If we desire a change
in t he current inequa lities presented
to us, we must stand up and ta ke t he
initiative. Ta lk to people, educate
yourself, encourage ot hers to do t he
same and raise up t he margina lized.
To do not hing is to perpetuate t he
current status quo—we should not
suppor t a status quo t hat continues
to hur t ot hers.

Political deception is not pro-life

“Joe Callahan.”

“Zombies 100%.”

t hereby empat hize w it h t hem. The
act of listening is impor tant because
it shows to t he ot her person you want
to k now about t heir problems and
genuinely care about what t hey have
to say. Many people want to stop here,
but we need to go beyond.
Anot her way to engage and educate
oneself in t hese sensitive topics is
to read about t hem from f irst hand
accounts. There are amazing books
t hat address racia l issues: “The Bluest
Eye” by Toni Morrison, “Citizens but
Not Americans: Race and Belonging
among Latino Millennia ls” by Nilda
Flores-Gonzá lez and “On Ear t h
We’re Brief ly Gorgeous” by Ocean
Vuong. These are a few resources for
a ver y broad topic. Online resources
are a lso of fered t hat address t hese
topics in a more condensed manner.
There is no substitute for education.
Af ter a ll, Proverbs 1:7 tells us, “The
fear of t he Lord is t he beginning of
k nowledge, but fools despise w isdom
and instruction” (NRSV).
Af ter educating yourself about
t he inherit problems t hat lie a head,
it is impor tant to ask yourself, do
you have any inherent advantages in
life? If so, how can I use t he power
given to me to help lif t ot hers in
t he communit y? If a person in our
communit y has a burden, t hen we

T

he few past years have been
incredibly impactful for the
pro-life movement. From directly
influencing Trump’s Supreme Court
picks to avoiding judicial review of
abortion restrictions in Texas, it’s hard
to deny the footprint the Christian
pro-life movement has left in American
politics.
However, it has come at a cost.
Through an “ends justify the means”
approach, Christians have sacrificed
their pro-life ethic for political
victories.
Trump is the obvious example.
Although he appointed pro-life justices
to the Supreme Court, his degrading
comments and dehumanizing actions
as president certainly were not pro-life.
Yet the problem is deeper, extending far
beyond the reaches of Trumpism.
A prime example is the new prochoice bill proposed in Maryland
just a few weeks ago. It quickly came

$

under the scrutiny of pro-life activists,
prompting outrage on social media.
Some of the most shared posts made
it seem as if Maryland had legalized
infanticide (the killing of babies after
birth). Now, about everyone would call
a policy like this immoral if it were
true. But it is not.
The bill itself did not legalize
infanticide, nor did it really increase
the legality of abortions at all. Instead,
it provided protection against mothers
from criminal charges in the cases
of miscarriages and still births. In
other words, it allows parents to make
difficult medical choices about the
health of their infant and their family
without fear of outside parties suing
them.
It is one thing to disagree with a
piece of legislation. Disagreement with
public policy is a healthy sign of social
awareness and critical thinking. There
is nothing wrong with doubting the
effectiveness or ethics of Maryland’s
law. But it is another thing entirely
to lie about the contents of a bill
to manipulate public opinion and
emotions for your own political gain. It
is not ethical politics, nor is it anywhere
close to pro-life.
If the pro-life movement cared
about promoting life, why would they
create a false narrative about death?
Being pro-life is way more about
ending abortion – it is about fostering

Get wealthy
off your words...

...With the new
Beacon pay scale

Write 1-4 stories = $10 each | 5-8 stories = $15 each | 9+ stories = $20 each

$

a culture of life building politics
that value all humans of all ages and
backgrounds. Lies and partisan politics
that stoke fear and division do the exact
opposite of creating a life building
system. We cannot promote life while
simultaneously slandering our enemies
as murderers and creating a false
narrative of death.
It may feel as if these tactics are
necessary for any real change. Taking
the moral high ground has not been
an effective political strategy in the
past. Yet, fruitful politics requires a
higher standard. As Martin Luther
King once famously said, “Darkness
cannot drive out darkness, only light
can do that.” Similarly, lies and division
cannot foster life. It only degrades our
common humanity.
Being pro-life is good. However, we
cannot encourage a movement that is
so caught up with political victories
that they forget the people they are
supposed to serve. No one should have
to lie about the need for justice in the
world. If we genuinely believe that
the light is more powerful than the
darkness, then we must trust that the
truth is enough.

Editor’s Note
The opinions published both in print and online
are the opinions of the authors only. Beacon
staff members do not necessarily support the
opinions expressed in this section. Research and
editing (other than formatting) of articles is the
responsibility of the authors rather than the editors.
Respectfully,
the Beacon staff
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Softball splits against Concordia in home opener
1-1 FOR THE
RAIDERS FIRST
HOME GAMES
APRIL VAN TOL
ECOLOGY

The (RV) Northwestern
Raiders softball team (237, 2-4 GPAC) opened the
home slate on Saturday,
April 2 with a doubleheader
split with the Concordia
(Neb.) Bulldogs (15-3, 4-4
GPAC). The Raiders fell
to the Bulldogs in the first
game 3-1 but came back to
split the doubleheader to
pick up the 6-4 win. Junior
infielder Gwen Mikkelsen
tallied her second home run
of the season in game two, as
freshman pitcher Kate Kralik
picked up her 13th win on
the season in the circle.
The first game of the
doubleheader proved to be a
pitching battle as both sides

could only muster seven
combined hits. Scoreless
through the first four frames,
sophomore Erika McKenney
led off the bottom of the fifth
with a double. Sophomore
Kameryn Etherington would
lay down a sacrifice to move
McKenney to third. Senior
Emily Strasser would bring
McKenney home with a
sacrifice of her own, to give
NW their only run and the
1-0 lead. Offensive struggles
plagued the Raiders in the
first game, mustering just
two hits. NW was sent down
in order in four of the seven
innings. Etherington threw
her second complete game
of the season, allowing
five bulldog hits and just
the three runs in the sixth.
Etherington’s eight strike
outs are tied for the second
most in an outing this
season, this brings her

season total up to 68. NW
took the loss for game one of
the doubleheader.
In game two of the day, the
Bulldogs struck first in game
two in the top of the first.
Three straight Concordia
hits, after a lead-off double,
plated on run. Kralik settled
down to leave runners
stranded on first and second.
After a leadoff walk from
freshman Chloe Gallegos in
the third, head coach Shane
Bouman utilized the small
ball to manufacture a run to
tie the game 1-1. A Bulldog
error later in the frame
allowed for junior Madysn
Grotewold to score from
third. Concordia pushed
across another run in the
fourth to retake the lead,
2-1. The bats stayed quiet
for the Raiders through the
first three innings as the
first hit would not come

until McKenny singled to
shortstop in the fourth.
A couple of Concordia
defensive miscues would set
up senior Jordyn Kramer
with two outs and runners
on second and third. Kramer
delivered the biggest hit of
the day with a single to left
field to score two giving NW
the 3-2 lead. Mikkelsen then
stepped up and blasted a ball
over the right field wall to
extend the Raider lead to 5-2
in the fifth.
A final insurance run
would be scored in the
sixth by junior Jen Goeve
sacacrafice bunt RBI, as the
Raiders would need it to
head into the final frame.
Concordia, not giving up,
came back with two runs
but could not surpass the
Raiders. The game ended 6-4
with a NW win and a split in
the doubleheader.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS
Junior Madsyn Grotewold at bat vs. Concordia.

NW men’s tennis fall to Concordia in windy match

UNEXPECTED
WIND THROWS
RAIDERS

match to the No. 2 spot 4-6.

KESLIE PAUL
PUBLIC RELATIONS

On Saturday, April 2 the

is starting to play better, so it

“We knew the doubles

was great to see him pick up

point was going to be big.

a win during the match. The

We had a lot of games go to

conference is so improved this

deuce but just could not finish

year and we just need to keep

them off,” head coach Monte

battling,” coach Tilgner said.

Tilgner said.

The

Raiders

continued

Northwestern men’s tennis

Junior Brian VandenBerg

to compete in conference

team (8-5, 0-2 GPAC) traveled

lost a close match in the No. 1

play April 5 against the

down to Seward, Nebraska

singles spot 4-6, 3-6. Mackery

Morningside Mustangs. The

to compete in a conference

had a long first set, eventually

windy conditions were not

match against the Concordia

falling 6-7 (5-7) and then

ideal for the match that day.

Bulldogs (6-6, 3-0 GPAC). The

5-7.

a

However, the Raiders took

Raiders fell to the undefeated

win in the No. 4 spot as he

two of the three doubles

conference team 1-6.

dominated the first set 6-1

matches to win the doubles

and then finished the win off

point.

The doubles point went the
way of the Bulldogs after close

Harmelink

earned

7-6 (7-3).

“It

was

the

windiest

matches. Freshman Collin

“The singles matches were

conditions that I’ve ever seen

Harmelink and Senior Juan

also close, but we only picked

anyone play in. We got the

Mackrey lost a very close

up one win on the day. Collin

doubles point, and then after

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS
Sophomore Noah Roisum serving the ball during their windy doubles match.

that kind of struggled,” said

played. They fell in a tough

to fight as they host a home

coach Tilgner.

match against Midland as

match against Doane, held in

NW has fallen to the three

their first conference match.

Sioux City, Iowa on Friday,

conference teams they have

The Raiders look to continue

April 4 at 4 p.m.

Red Raider eSports back in action this semester
RAIDERS OFF TO A
STRONG START
BREANNA CARR
YOUTH MINISTRY

Brady “Brady” Wynia, is

into the final weeks of the

one of the three Rocket

season,

League members this year.
Wynia and his teammates
senior Josh Wingfield and

The Red Raider eSports

sophomore

Parker

Van

their

Kley, have been showing

this

great teamwork that has

semester. Every Tuesday,

led them to a current 8-0

the Rocket League team

record this season.

team

has

season

started

off

strong

will take on a competing

When

asked

what

he

Thursday,

could tell about Rocket

it is the Overwatch team’s

League, Wynia said, “The

time to shine.

easiest way to put it is it’s

school.

Every

looked

car soccer.” The game is

to extend their win streak

similar to real life soccer,

to 9-0 this week. The team

but without all the rules

has been doing very well

that come with the sport.

Rocket

League

working together to get
to this point. Sophomore

Overwatch had a slow
start to the season. Going

Overwatch

has

a current record of 5-3.
The last three weeks have
seen a win streak for the
Overwatch team as they
have

gone

head-to-head

with some tough teams.
Andrea

Freeman

says

her role on the team is the
supporter.
“My job is to keep my
team alive, but I have to
stay alive first and foremost

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
League of Legends Esports team poses as they fishined last season 5-2 overall.

because if I die, I can’t heal
them,” said Freeman.
Both the Rocket League

together as a team. After

on the other hand, will

Esports

this year, the Overwatch

be losing just one player

They can also stay up to

and Overwatch teams have
done well this season. They

team will see some change

to graduation. If anyone

have fought hard in their

since most of the team is

wants to watch the teams

matches

comprised

play, they can watch the

while

working

seniors.

of

graduating

Rocket

League,

livestreams

on

the

NW

twitch

channel.

date on the happenings of
the Esports team via the
NW eSports discord page.
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The Humans vs. Zombies tradition
DOZENS OF STUDENTS ATTEMPT TO
SURVIVE ANNUAL APOCALYPSE

limits when it comes to tagging and infecting
humans.

Co-Editor/Copy Editor
Do you think you have what it takes to survive

Kamryn Howell

a zombie apocalypse? There is only one way to

Co-Editor

find out.

Madie Harre

That opportunity is Northwestern College’s

Arts & Culture Editor

annual Humans vs. Zombies game. Over 100

Camber Herrig

people rose to the challenge of this intense five-

Features Editor

day game that began Monday, April 4, and lasted

Caleb Arnett

until Friday, April 8.

Opinions Editor

This game takes tag to a whole new level with

Katie Jacob

one zombie trying to infect every single human

Sports Editor

before the clock runs out. This year, Ryan Mitchell,

Emily Berggren

a NW freshman, started out as the zombie and

News Editor

took out 13 people within the first few hours of

Kaelin Alons

the game. The time is not on the humans’ side as

Photo Editor

they have to plan various routes to class, travel

Riley Rasmussen

in packs to the cafeteria and complete random

Advertising Manager

missions sent to them via email all while trying
to avoid being infected by a zombie.

The editorial staff
reserves the right to edit
submissions for style,
clarity and length.
For advertising rates
and submissions, email
Advertising Manager
Riley Rasmussen at
riley.rasmussen@
nwciowa.edu.

where no one and nowhere is safe. The only goal
is survival. Even the buildings are no longer off-

LYDIA RAKOW
SOCIAL WORK

Aaron Eckmann

final hour of the game being “Apocalypse Hour,”

Inside buildings, there is time to breathe.
However, there is no avoiding the zombies when
walking outside. You will have to take a few
zombies out with a nerf gun or socks if you hope
to survive. Forming alliances amongst fellow
humans is the best chance of survival because
once tagged, there is no going back.

When asked if she had some tips to give future
players of Humans vs. Zombies, Clare Struck said,
“Communication is key, whether you’re a zombie
or a human. It’s all about strategic movement and
being observant of your surroundings.”
Humans vs. Zombies is a NW favorite amongst
students whether they are a zombie or human in
the game.
Freshman Sam Brandt, when asked what his
favorite part of being a zombie in the games was,
he said, “I enjoy that I can actually walk outside
and not be stressed about getting killed. Also,
it is satisfying to get a kill when you are at a
disadvantage.”
Jose Sanchez, a sophomore, and one of the last
survivors in the previous Humans vs. Zombies
games said, “I think my favorite part is the
teamwork and communication that happens. It
challenges you to think differently to make better
decisions and it makes you believe in yourself
knowing there will be like 30 or 40 zombies out
there.”
Humans vs. Zombies is a well-loved and
exhilarating game that keeps students on their
feet and builds connections.

PHOTO BY KAELIN ALONS
A bandana on the leg shows that a person is still a
human, where one on the arm means a person is

The game gets even more intense with the

Business Club takes an educational trip to Denver
A GROUP OF STUDENTS
LEARN FROM ALUMNI IN
COLORADO
ALAYNA BAKKE
PUBLIC RELATIONS

trips in the past, but this was the first

help students transform into business

trip out to Denver. Students felt like the

professionals who are prepared to

long car drive was definitely worth it.

impact the Kingdom of God. They hold

Sophomore

Marco

Alessio,

said,

“One of my favorite activities was
A

group

of

19

various events throughout the year
along with a trip to a large city.

Northwestern

the alumni reunion because we had

Advisor Ashley Stanislav said, “We

students studying various areas of

the chance to learn and ask many

want students to see what opportunities

business were given the opportunity to

questions to people who were sitting

are available in locations outside of

go on a trip to Denver, CO from March

in the same classrooms we are now.

NW Iowa. We’ve gone to Minneapolis,

30 to April 2.

Another relevant experience for me

Omaha, Des Moines and Sioux Falls,

Denver is a growing city with a

was the interaction with Tim who

and this year we decided to go a bit

wide variety of businesses to explore.

showed us that belief in what you are

further and explore Denver. Trips like

They spent two days touring local

doing is crucial to becoming successful

these help build professional networks

companies and firms and met various

especially at the beginning when it is

for

people working in Denver through

very hard and trust is hard to gain.”

that we tour and the alumni that we

connections with NW.

students

with

the

companies

Junior Zoe Heemstra, said, “Several

interact with. They also give students

with

people from different organizations

the chance to see what it could really

NW alumni where they spent the

advised us to just go for our dreams,

look like to use their degree after they

evening

sharing

even if we feel unqualified or scared.

graduate.”

their experiences at NW. They saw

One developer told us that we are more

Students who are interested are

networking

the

of a professional in our field than we

encouraged to learn more about the

connection to Josh Hornstra, who

think we are, and I think that’s a really

business club by following them on

works for the Denver Nuggets. He was

good mindset to have as we go into our

Instagram @northwesternbusinessclub

able to get the business students game

careers.”

and by looking out for more of their

They

had

a

gathering

networking

in

action

and

making

tickets, a signed basketball and access

The business club is a student-led

to the court for a picture after the game.

group for all majors seeking valuable

The business club has done various

professional experience. Their goal is to

events sent out through email.
PHOTO SUBMITTED BY ALAYNA BAKKE
The students had the opportunity to reconnect with NW

